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IO POR: Assistant Director, OCR

I 1s/0ck  25X1A

Scientific and Techmical Datas in
Mschine-Readable Porm

Bequest of I o Connents 25X1A
oo HEW Memo dated 30 April 1963,
Same BSubisct

1. There ie sowe validity for the ‘growing concern®
expressed in the HE¥ memorandum om the substantial outflow
of melentific information from the United States to other
nations. Although Communist countries pursue z deliberate
policy of bheing parasitic on Freec World (particularly V.8.)
resources, other non-Communist nations often do not have
the facilities to record and disseminate available scien-
tific information. Nevertheless, the problem remains
that there is a one-sided exchange between the U.8. and
other couvntries.

2. In response to HEW's request for recommendstions
to the task force governing the availability of Public
Health Service datn in machine.readable form, may we mug-
gest the following procedures to be considered with
respect to policy on intersationel exchange:

&. A central authority representing the
interests of the tssk force members should be
charged with the responsibility to review VS
information collected and to assess its
significance.
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b, Exchsage of this informatiom with
other countries should be deterwined by the
principle of 2 net gain accruing to the ¥.8,

¢. The recipient couvntry should have
the sophisticated computer hardware and soft.
ware reguired to use the dats,

o

d. A strict guid-pro-quo srrangemeant
should be adopted to govern the exchange of
PES machine data.

3., Apparently there are working agreements botween
U.8. Academy of Science and various foreign academies
gmrsiag the exchange of seientific informatiom. The
aet that there iz a decided outflow of U.B8. seientific
information implies that some sgreements require close
attention and continuved contrel. This should provide a
gaideline in the event that arrangements are made for
the exchange of PHS datz with other nations.
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| ’ Do you see a.ny degree of validity in the a‘bove paragra.ph?";-...]:f BO,~ ha.ve ycix

- Dr. Martin M. Cumnings, PHS-NIH
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9; IDENTICAL MEMoRANDUM . Washington, D. C.. 20201

B
[ PR -

S <k T A oo R
N Pt ; . a0y

- ve - SEE BELOW

Y. emom 1+ Special Assistent to the Surgeon General .
- (science Ini‘ormation) : ‘

SUBJECT) Scientific'and' technical date in machine-readable form

The Public Health Service is developing a variety of files of szilentific
and technical data in machine-readable form. Notable among these collections .~
are the magnetic tape files being generated by the National Library of '
Medicine, containing bibliographic and indexing information concerning the
wvorld's medical literature.

The Surgeon General has appointed a special task force to -recommend policies
governing the availability, outside the Public Health Service, of PHS data
in machine-readable form. I have been asked to inquire into the several
factors which should be considered in relation to the international distri-
bution of such data and information files.

There is & growing concern in many quarters that the exchange of scientific
information among Nations is developing into a one-way outflow from the
United States. This is of particular importance to the Department os Defense,
-the Atomic Energy Commission, and the National Aeronsutics and Space Adminise
tration, but it may be significant for other Government Agencies as well., -
The time may come when the United States will need greater bargaining power
if we are to satisfy our requirements for foreign information even in the
' health fields. Our speciel resources of automated records of health de.’ca
-and information represent valuable national assets, in return for which .
other Nations might be expected to assist in providing for certain of our
national needs for scientific infoma.t:l.on.

a.ngr advice f.‘or the task fcrce?

. Rovert A. Kevan, DHEW-0S
James Watt, PHS-OIH R
Dr. Charles L. Williams, PHS-NIK

Mr. Melvin Day, NASA ,
Mr. Edward J. Brunenkant, AEC
" Mr. Walter M. Carlson, DoD e
Dr. Burton W, Adkinson, NSP
William H. Mills, State -
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SUBJECT: (Optional)
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DATE

DAD/ORD 7822 14 May 1965

TO: (Officer designation, room number, and DATE
building) OFFICER'S COMMENTS (Number each comment to show from whom

INITIALS to whom. Draw a line across column after each comment.)

RECEIVED FORWARDED
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" _ /% /f% “al) Have you any comments you
1DO0L9 o Z /7 Would like to make on this?
o2

2. See attached sheet

14,

15.
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: DATE.
| TRANSMITTAL SLIP 13 M.y 65
TO:
25X1A |
ROOM NO. BUILDING
1D0410 Hgs
REMARKS:
Steve:
Attached is the memo I referred to
in our conversation yesterday. Your
comments would be greatly appreciated.
25X1A FROM:
 ROOM NO. BUILDING EXTENSION
6E40 Hags | 4249
FORM NO . REFLACES FORM 36-8 +r GPO:1957—(0~4309445 an
{FEB 55 24'1 WHICH MAY BE USED. .
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